Illinois Open Literature Tournament: Who is John Gallsworthy?
Writers: Andrew Hart, Dave Letzler, Dennis Jang, Rob Carson, Chris Borglum, Ted Gioia, Chris Ray, Quentin Roper


Packet Five
This work’s protagonist claims to be a carpenter and brings to life a junked 1929 Ford, occurrence that cause some critics to style him a Jesus figure.  That view is also bolstered by the introductory description of the protagonist of this work forming a “crooked cross” with his amputated arm outstretched. However, his request at the story’s end for the Lord to “Break forth and wash the slime from this earth” is met by a “guffawing peal” of thunder from a turnip-shaped cloud. This occurs after he leaves his bride, a mute girl whom he had taught to say “bird,” behind at the Hot Spot diner. Depicting the abandonment of retarded Lucynell Crater by Tom T. Shiftlett, FTP name this short story by Flannery O’Connor named for the slogan on a billboard  asking drivers to wear seat belts.
ANSWER: “The Life You Save May Be Your Own” (4) [CB] 

Six consecutive passages at the end of this work’s second canto begin, “With her head in my hand, gnawing the skull” before describing the title narrator’s symbolic beheading of three young girls. After an “evil viper has taken over his penis” and a crab his anus, in the last canto the narrator seduces and then hangs from the Pantheon a young man named Mervyn. Written under a pseudonym by Isidore Ducasse and called “a revelation” by Andre Breton, FTP name this work in which the narrator swears fealty to “murder, shit, and evil,” a book of poetry that inspired many surrealist artists and was published under the name Comte de Lautremont. 

ANSWER: Les Chants de Maldoror (or The Songs of Maldoror) (6) [CB] 

This man owned a phonograph, a radio, a car, and a frigidaire, and Producers Research and High-Grade Living note that he was “sensible to the advantages of the Installment Plan.”  He was for peace when there was peace, when there was war, he went, and he satisfied his employers at Fudge Motors Inc despite paying his Union dues.  The state paid him tribute by erecting him a marble monument, and his real name is “JS/07/M/378.”  The Bureau of Statistics found him to be “One against whom there was no official complaint,” and when questioning whether he was free or happy, the speaker notes “Had anything been wrong, we certainly should have heard.”  FTP, name this anonymous title character of a W.H. Auden poem. 

ANSWER: “The Unknown Citizen” (accept early with a cocked eyebrow “JS/07/M/378”) (5) [AH] 

One character in this work takes up the cause of the village young men’s association after food shortage and cold cause a bunch of chickens to die.  Hilarity ensues when a Korean grocery store magnate known as The Emperor holds a giveaway promotion, causing one of the central characters to encourage townspeople to loot the store.  The narrator’s best friend was a translator of animal books and committed suicide by painting his face red, shoving a cucumber up his ass, and hanging himself, and the narrator’s brother confesses to impregnating both their mentally retarded sister, leading to her suicide, and the narrator’s alcoholic wife Natsumi.  FTP, name this book in which Takashi and Mitsu Nedokoro return to their family’s hometown of Okubo, a work of Kenzaburo Oe. 

ANSWER: The Silent Cry or Man’en Gannen no Futtoboru or No Football in the First Year of Man’en (2) [AH] 

In “I’m nobody-Who are you?” Emily Dickinson compares being “somebody” to being “public” like one of these entities.  Assistant Bank Chief Katagiri and a “Super” one team up to save Tokyo from an earthquake in a Murakami short story.  Gabriela Mistral’s children’s works are usually translated as Crickets and these.  In a work with this word in its title, eight men are dressed as orangutans and set on fire by the titular jester, and the sound of water is the heard after one enters the old pond in a Matsuo Basho work.  Jim Smiley owned one that was fed quail shot named Dan’l Webster, who was celebrated in Calaveras County.  FTP, name these creatures that like to go “Brekekekex koax koax” in a namesake Aristophanes work. 

ANSWER: frogs (1) [AH]

A character in this work is sure that another is putting voodoo spells on him because he can no longer sleep at night, and a lynch mob in this work cannot find its target, so it breaks the windows of the town druggist in a statement against liberalism.  Dr. Keene tends to the sick in this work before he falls ill himself, and a liberal immigrant named Joseph Frowenfeld winds up declaring his love for Clotilde at the end.  Because he had roughly treated her slave-revolt-leading husband Bras Coupé, Palmyre stabs Agricola in this work, but is shot.  In the end, the protagonist’s love, Aurora Fusilier, rejects his proposal but embraces him lovingly.  FTP, name this novel featuring Honore and his half-brother, the quadroon “darker Honore,” a work about the Creole aristocracy by George Washington Cable. 

ANSWER: The Grandessimes (5) [AH] 

In Roberto Echevarria's essay The Novel as Myth and Archive, he argues that this character's association with The Thousand and One Nights prove that he is meant to represent the author of The Secret Miracle.  In one incident a soldier hiding in his old room was saved when the room began to age rapidly, scaring the hell out the soldier's pursuers.  He notably possesses magnets and tools of alchemy, and he inspires one character to become a silversmith.  Described by drawing parallels to another of the author's characters, Big Mama, this man's final statement indicates that one character has been eaten by ants.  Since his earlier death in Singapore had bored him, he returns and dies again by drowning after leaving behind a series of parchments, whose translation by Aureliano prompts the destruction of the central town.  FTP, identify this annual visitor to Macando, the leader of a troupe of gypsies who serves as a vehicle for Gabriel Garcia Marquez's magical realism in One Hundred Years of Solitude. 

ANSWER: Melquiades (3) [CR]

In the first postulation of this concept, its originator redefines the difference between “objective” and “subjective.”  Its creator excoriated Pope’s translation of The Odyssey for using it without passion, because it is only a “noble state, according to the force of the emotion which has induced it.”  It is not used by “First Order Poets,” like Dante, who is clear on the distinction between the spirits of the Acheron and leaves on a tree, but is by Reflective poets like Charles Kingsley in Alton Locke when he refers to “the cruel, crawling foam.”  FTP, name this use of animate characteristics for inanimate objects defined in Modern Painters by John Ruskin. 

ANSWER: the pathetic fallacy (2) [DL] 

At this play’s opening, one character is reminded that Francois I fell into the water, and he reluctantly stops look for the boats.  One character in this play imitates the month of February by scratching his head like Stan Laurel, before breaking down and crying like a baby, whereupon his wife consoles him and he calls her “Semiramis.”  This work takes place in a circular room of a tower on a circular island, and the central event of this work is first attended by a lady, who is quickly followed by a colonel.  The climax occurs when the Emperor himself shows up, followed presently by an Orator, who faces the title objects but doesn’t say any intelligible words before drawing some scribbles on the blackboard.  Featuring the Old Man and the Old Woman, FTP, name this play in which the title objects are brought out for invisible guests to sit on, a work of Eugene Ionesco. 

ANSWER: The Chairs or Les Chaises (3) [AH] 

This poem discusses “bronze shadows heaped on high horizons” and later the narrator talks about “the lights in the fishing boats at anchor, as night descended tilting in the air.”  One character has the power to measure “to the hour its solitude” and is described as “the single artificer of the world.” The narrator discusses “dimly-starred” “fragrant portals” and words “in ghostlier demarcations, keener sounds, “ and the narrator asks for help to understand “the maker’s rage" to organize "the words of the sea” from Ramon Fernandez. FTP, name this poem that asserts the ”the sea was not a mask” and which describes a woman “who sang beyond the genius of the sea” in the titular Florida location, written by Wallace Stevens.
ANSWER: "Idea of Order at Key West" (3) [TG] 

Six years after the death of his older brother David, this man left his village, and he would pen the mystery novel Better Dead after moving to London penniless. Works like The Little Minister and Auld Licht Idylls composed his Thrums novels, but he produced plays such as one detailing the attempt of Susan and Phoebe Throssel to start a school, as well as another describing Lord Loam's butler saving the British peer's family when stranded on a tropical island. Those works, Quality Street and The Admirable Crichton, were later followed by the fantasy plays Dear Brutus and What Every Woman Knows, although he would introduce his most famous character in The Little White Bird before committing suicide by leaping in front of a train in the London Underground. FTP, identify this Scottish novelist who used his friends, the Llewelyn Davies boys, as inspirations for his most famous character, Peter Pan.
ANSWER: James Matthew Barrie (2) [DJ]

The protagonist complains that she is a dry field, and that another character only offers her a glass of water.  Two of the title character’s sisters in law live in her home, and their only lines are to say “she is here.”  Victor is the true love of this work’s protagonist, and this work features the “Song of the Shepherd.”  Six washerwomen appear in this work; half criticize the protagonist, while the first one defends her.  The climax of this work takes place at the Ermita, a fertility shrine, where the title character screams “I killed my son...I myself have killed my son!” after her husband confesses that he doesn’t want children.  FTP, name this play about the supposedly barren title character who strangles her husband Juan, a play that, with Blood Wedding and La Casa de Bernarda Alba rounds out Garcia Lorca’s “Rural Trilogy.” 

ANSWER: Yerma (4) [AH]

Late in this work, Erasmus is termed “The Glory of the Priesthood, and the Shame” and claims he drove “those Holy Vandals off the stage.”  It earlier says that “the reader’s threatened (not in vain) with sleep” by clichés like “whispers through the trees,” and advises “First follow NATURE, and your Judgment frame/ By her just Standard,” which is aided by knowing “well each ANCIENT’s proper Character.”  It opens “’Tis hard to say, if Greater Want of Skill/ Appear in Writing in or in Judging ill,” before deciding that the latter is worse, and later warns “Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian Spring,” because “A little learning is a dangerous thing.”  FTP, name this poem excoriating bad writing, by Alexander Pope.
ANSWER: “An Essay on Criticism” (2) [DL]


The narrator of this story notes that similar to how no one ever says, "We are breathing!", everyone in the house noticed the whisper that, "There must be more money!" The protagonist's uncle Oscar Cresswell takes him on a trip, after which a gift of five thousand pounds is made out to the protagonist's mother. However, when her spirits fail to lift, the protagonist, who is partners with the gardener Bassett, urges his parents to go on a vacation, but Hester returns to find her son sick from brain fever. Paul dies after learning that he correctly picked Malabar to win the Derby at the end of, FTP, which short story by D. H. Lawrence? 

ANSWER: "The Rocking Horse Winner" (4) [DJ]


He contracts a venereal disease traceable to Columbus, likely caught when he is giving a "lecture" to a "little brown wench" in the bushes.  After being saved from poverty and having his eye and ear amputated, he is hired by Jacques the Anabaptist as a bookkeeper, but later shows that the Bay of Lisbon was created expressly to drown his employer.  He later argues against Martin’s pessimism, even after being submitted to a failed burning and botched hanging by the Inquisition when his theory demonstrates that original sin must have been for the best.  FTP, name this professor of metaphysico-theologo-cosmolonigology, based on Leibniz, the teacher of Candide. 

ANSWER: Dr. Pangloss (1) [DL] 

This author wrote about the release of Jack Renfro from prison on Granny Vaughn's ninetieth birthday in Losing Battles. A novel about Edna Ponder, the manager of the Beulah Hotel, was written by this author, who also wrote a story about a conversation between Steve and Max about Little Lee Roy, as well as another which discusses Mrs. Pike's decision to turn in Mr. Petrie, the title character. In addition to "Keela, the Outcast Indian Maiden" and "Petrified Man," this author wrote about Laura McRaven visiting the Fairchild family for the title event in one novel, while she wrote about Laurel, the title character, and her father, Judge McKelva, who dies thanks to Fay's insensitive demands. FTP, name this author of the short stories "Why I Live at the P.O." and "A Worn Path," as well as the novels Delta Wedding and The Optimist's Daughter.
ANSWER: Eudora Welty (2) [DJ] 

Lady, Young Gentleman, Experienced, Contented, and Merry Counsel debate in his “Answers in a Game of Questions,” while a Maiden, Youth, Languishing, and Hunter do the same in “Different Emotions in the Same Spot.”  He tells Priapus “Here’s where I’ve planted my garden” at the start of his Roman Elegies, and he asked “Do you know the land where the lemons bloom” in “Mignon’s Song.” This author of Hermann and Dorotea, who claimed that his tract Theory of Colors was his most important work, is the source of text in Mozart’s “The Violet,” the second part of Mahler’s eighth Symphony, and Schubert’s “Erlkonig” and “Gretchen at her Spinning Wheel.”  FTP, name this author Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship and Faust. 

ANSWER: Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1) [DL] 

At its beginning, the narrator laments, “Perhaps I could have saved him, with only a word, two words, out of my mouth.”  The protagonist’s father Jakob only reads the Bible, but the protagonist audaciously gives him a bird field guide for his birthday, and the two go on a birdwatching walk while picnicking.  A disgruntled coworker named Steyn provides the seashell that implicates the central character in his disgraceful crime when his mistress places it in his pocket.  The protagonist gives his diary to his wife Nella after he is imprisoned under the Immorality Act for his affair with a black woman named Stephanie.  FTP, name this work featuring policeman Pieter van Vlaanderen, the second novel of Alan Paton. 

ANSWER: Too Late the Phalarope or Liian myöhään vesipääsky (5) [AH] 
